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Introduction 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Second World War was very horrific especially for prisoners who had been detained in many of the concentration camps set by Nazi Germany.  The obsession to dominate by Adolf Hitler brought massive repercussions to many anti-Nazis.  The Dachau concentration camp was the initial concentration camp that was set by Nazi in the north of Munich where first political prisoners were detained.  The Dachau concentration camp was established in 1933 by the Nazi government.  This paper provides an in-depth analysis of the Dachau concentration through analysis of the past literature on the formation, daily operations, prisoner life, politics and liberation.  The camp played an instrumental role in the development of the Second World War.  Thus having a significant knowledge on the various developments of the camp is essential in maintaining strong historical understanding on the significant events at the time in history.
[footnoteRef:1]Wachsmann (2015) provides a critical focus on the Nazi concentration camps.  The Nazi concentration camps were strategic and each of the fields were formed for different purposes although focusing on a single outcome, which was to ensure that the Nazi remained strong considering that the opponents of the Nazi movement were arrested and confined within these concentration camps.  The Dachau camp was the first camp developed by the Nazi.  The primary objective of the Dachau concentration camp was to hold political prisoners who included politicians who had a different view from the Nazi ideology.  [1:  Wachsmann, N. (2015). Hitler's Prisons: Legal terror in Nazi Germany. Yale University Press.
] 

The development of the Dachau concentration camp served different purposes including an increased role to involved forced labor and subsequent holding and imprisonment of the Jews, Germans, and Austrians criminals.  The Nazi leadership sought to bring all foreign individuals arrested during Germany conquests.  The development of the Dachau camp was significant including approximately 100 subgroups within the camp.
[footnoteRef:2]Vance (2018).  When Adolf Hitler came to power in 1933, he focused on the program, which was developed in a particular manner under which all the Jews targeted would be eliminated.  The planning, in this case, was aimed to send a statement across the world on the superiority and dominance of the Aryan race.  Nazi Germany was a policed state governed by Hitler’s authoritarian regime.  The Nazis planned a financial solution and made a statement by the elimination of the entire Jews population [footnoteRef:3]. [2:  Vance, C. (2018). The Selected Destruction of Concentration Camps: Why the Nazi Regime left Some Intact. In The Forum: Journal of History (Vol. 10, No. 1, p. 10).]  [3:  Vance, C. (2018). The Selected Destruction of Concentration Camps: Why the Nazi Regime left Some Intact. In The Forum: Journal of History (Vol. 10, No. 1, p. 10).] 

The continued development of the Dachau camp led to the significant transformation from a holding camp to a death camp where many detainees were killed.  The majority of those who were killed in the Dachau concentration camp were Jews and other anti-Nazis.  The Nazis exposed some of the detainees at Dachau to various medical experiments.  Prisoners in Dachau were treated as prisoners and murdered at will to make a global statement on Germany dominance and continued strength by conquering other states.
[footnoteRef:4]Neurath et al. (2015) provides a critical focus on the events inside the Nazi concentration camps, which were essential in defining an integral focus on the terror meted towards prisoners who lived under deplorable conditions.  Neurath provides firsthand experience inside the Dachau camp creating a better understanding of the critical changes that took place within the camp.  The author identifies necessary changes, which were significant in defining Nazi motive and how executions were done within these camps.  The majority of individuals died due to illnesses while others were executed[footnoteRef:5]. [4:  Neurath, P., Stehr, N., & Fleck, C. (2015). Society of terror: inside the Dachau and Buchenwald concentration camps. Routledge.

]  [5:  Neurath, P., Stehr, N., & Fleck, C. (2015). Society of terror: inside the Dachau and Buchenwald concentration camps. Routledge.
] 

The author highlights that the power arrangement was shared within the Dachau camp between different groups of prisoners.  The communist and socialist prisoners were productively engaged in these power arrangements considering that they were more disciplined and pursued common interests within the camp.  Resistances within the camp were also present although in most cases they led to massacres where the resistance groups were murdered.  Each group within the camp had a different survival tactic, which they employed in pursuit of freedom, which was unlikely.
 The separation of prisoners into groups was considered an effective strategy by the Nazis considering that it was easier to identify the various behavior among prisoners as well as ease in determining the Jewish and another anti- Nazi prisoners.  These prisoners were subjected to harsh and horrific living conditions.  Neurath who was a survivor from the Dachau concentration camp provides a critical focus on significant changes within the system, which were detrimental to their well-being within these camps.
The author has provided a critical understanding on significant developments during the time Dachau camp was formed and other important decisions that were made at the time in creating a highly organized system for mass murder for the Nazi.  The changes regarding the perception of individuals regarding the role of these camps provide a unique understanding of significant developments.  It is possible to integrate critical societal changes especially considering the considerable expansion and ideologies that individuals have regarding the treatment of prisoners in Nazi concentration camps.
[footnoteRef:6]According to Dillon (2013), Hitler made the Dachau concentration as well as all other concentration camps not to be subjected to the German law after a schoolteacher Sebastian Metzger was murdered inside the Dachau concentration camp.  The move to limit the jurisdiction of German laws in the concentration camps was a strategic move, which provided a very sophisticated understanding considering that many inhumane activities were going on within these camps.  The motive of Hitler in establishing concentration camps as extermination centers was apparent and the decision to not subject concentration camps to German laws made it evident that he or anybody else would not be held responsible for death or murder inside the concentration camps.  The SS administrators were given authority to govern and rule over these camps as they saw fit without any restrictions[footnoteRef:7]. [6:  Dillon, C. (2013). ‘Tolerance means weaknesses: the Dachau concentration camp SS, militarism and masculinity. Historical Research, 86(232), 373-389.]  [7:  Dillon, C. (2013). ‘Tolerance means weaknesses: the Dachau concentration camp SS, militarism and masculinity. Historical Research, 86(232), 373-389.
] 

[footnoteRef:8]Sierp (2016) assert that the expansion of Dachau in the late 1930s mainly targeted the German Jews.  It focused on capitalizing on the restrictive measures that were instituted against the German Jews since the time Hitler came to power in 1933.  These restrictive measures took a violent turn when the Nazi made a declaration to exterminate all the Jews.  Synagogues and schools were burned while the Jews who were arrested were detained at Dachau awaiting execution.  Approximately over 30,000 Jews were arrested and dispatched to Dachau, Sachsenhausen and Buchenwald, which were the major Jews concentration camps.  Almost 11,000 prisoners were detained at Dachau.  [8:  Sierp, A. (2016). Memory, Identity and a Painful Past: Contesting the Former Dachau Concentration Camp. In Excavating Memory: Sites of Remembering and Forgetting. University Press of Florida.] 

Conditions at the camp were hostile and brutal.  The camp was very crowded while there were no strategic measures which were put in place to alleviate the humane issues that existed at the camp.  The facility was supposed to hold up to only 6000 detainees, but by the year 1944, Dachau concentration camp was home to 30,000 prisoners packed inside despite massive exterminations that have been organized over the years since its inception[footnoteRef:9]. [9:  Sierp, A. (2016). Memory, Identity and a Painful Past: Contesting the Former Dachau Concentration Camp. In Excavating Memory: Sites of Remembering and Forgetting. University Press of Florida.
] 

The massacre of the Jews is considered the most significant genocide in the world especially considering how organized the Nazi planned the whole event.  Genocide is rare, but when it does strike, it has a very far-reaching impact.  The early experiences are filled with traumatic accounts due to circumstances that were witnessed during the Holocaust.  Traumatic experiences are mainly because of first-hand experiences among the survivors.  The Nazi party believed in different ideologies with a significant focus on the Aryan supremacy ideologies.  The ideas that were held created a complicated level of understanding where it was difficult to control their motives since they only knew that the only way to dominate was through instilling fear among prisoners in the camps.
[footnoteRef:10]Wolf (2013) provides an integral focus on significant developments within the Dachau camp including the organization of the camp and the importance of the Dachau concentration camp to the Nazi.  The Dachau camp was considered as a prototype of the Nazi concentration camp since it included different vital changes that were expertly organized to suit the needs of the Nazi.  The first Dachau camp commandant Theodor Eicke integrated significant changes into the system creating a very organized leadership structure for the camp.  Dachau became a model camp when Theodore was elected the inspector of all the camps.  The vital organization of the camp was based on a very complex structure that sought to inflict utmost inhumane conditions to prisoners [footnoteRef:11]. [10:  Wolf, M. (2013). “German speakers, step forward!”: Surviving through interpreting in Nazi concentration camps. Translation and Interpreting Studies. The Journal of the American Translation and Interpreting Studies Association, 8(1), 1-22.
]  [11:  Wolf, M. (2013). “German speakers, step forward!”: Surviving through interpreting in Nazi concentration camps. Translation and Interpreting Studies. The Journal of the American Translation and Interpreting Studies Association, 8(1), 1-22.
] 

The author highlights that a gas chamber was constructed at the Dachau camp in 1942 although it was never put into an active use considering that group of prisoners that were to be gassed were transported to another estimation considering that they were sick.  They were sent to the T4 program-killing Centre in Harthaeim.  The T4 program was initiated to euthanize the sick as well as the disabled.  The importance of Dachau camp was significant considering that German doctors had set up laboratories where the inmates were used as involuntary guinea pigs for different studies such as studying the effects on human beings of sudden decrease and increase in atmospheric pressure as well as results of freezing a warm-blooded creature. 
[footnoteRef:12]Craps (2014) highlight that the inmates were used as samples without their consent considering that they were considered the property of the Nazi.  All these experiments were being done without following the required scientific regulations which define the needed process of using the human subject in a research process.  These experiments continued throughout the second world war with the deplorable living conditions within the camp and made life very difficult for prisoners in the camp.  After the war, the doctors and scientists who had operated the Dachau laboratory were tried at Nurnberg in what has been considered as Doctor Trial where seven doctors were sentenced to death.  [12:  Craps, S. (2014). Holocaust Literature: Comparative Perspectives. The Bloomsbury Companion to Holocaust Literature. London: Bloomsbury, 199-218.
] 

[footnoteRef:13]Judd (2016) states that the liberation of the Dachau concentration camp was made by the allied forces who were stronger than the Germany forces.  As the allied groups were advancing towards Germany, the Nazis began moving prisoners from the concentration camps to avoid liberation of a large group of prisoners.  Transports from evacuated camps arrived at Dachau, which was considered a safer concentration camp considering its geographical location deep inside Germany around Munich.  However, it is essential to understand that even though Dachau was operating over its capacity, the introduction of many prisoners from other camps made the conditions within the camp very difficult. [13:  Judd, R. (2016). Hell Before Their Very Eyes: American Soldiers Liberate Concentration Camps in Germany, April 1945 by John C. McManus. American Jewish History, 100(4), 577-579.
] 

The prisoners were transported from a very long distance and with no food and water; they arrived very tiredly and weakened.  The American forces approached Dachau in 1945 while there were approximately 67000 prisoners who had been registered at the camp and its sub-camps.  About 40,000 prisoners were grouped as political prisoners while 21,000 prisoners were Jews.  Considering that the United States forces were quickly approaching, the German forces sought to move prisoners from Dachau to Tergansee, which was way down south. Today this is  known as the death march[footnoteRef:14]. [14:  Judd, R. (2016). Hell Before Their Very Eyes: American Soldiers Liberate Concentration Camps in Germany, April 1945 by John C. McManus. American Jewish History, 100(4), 577-579.
] 

[footnoteRef:15]According to Lopez-Muñoz and Cuerda-Galindo (2016), the American forces liberated Dachau.  As they approached the camp, they encountered more than 30 cars that were filled with bodies, This could be due to the fact that most of these prisoners were very weak and unable to cover the full distance to the destination.  The American forces proceeded on saving the prisoners who had been subjected to a death march by the Germany forces, although most of them succumbed.  The total number of prisoners that were incarcerated at Dachau since its formation surpassed 188,000, considering the many executions and congestion within the camp. It is estimated that the total number of prisoners who died at Dachau’s from 1940 to 1945 is estimated to be more than 30,000.  The majority of these individuals who were executed were Jews. [15:  López-Muñoz, F., & Cuerda-Galindo, E. (2016). Suicide in inmates in Nazis and Soviet concentration camps: historical overview and critique. Frontiers in psychiatry, 7, 88.

] 

The concentration camps were organized in a particular manner under which made it possible for the Nazi regime and their collaborators to hold the Jews before they were transferred into the existing six extermination camps.  The Nazi were mainly anti-Semitic, which led to their assault on the Germans culminating in the Holocaust.  The event surrounding the holocaust portray a challenging focus on how individuals can become heartless and plan to murder more than 6 million people with no apparent reason [footnoteRef:16]. [16:  López-Muñoz, F., & Cuerda-Galindo, E. (2016). Suicide in inmates in Nazis and Soviet concentration camps: historical overview and critique. Frontiers in psychiatry, 7, 88.
] 

[footnoteRef:17]According to Trudeau (2013), the treatment of prisoners at the Dachau concentration camp is considered the most inhumane and brutal confinement to detain human beings.  The full capacity of the Dachau camp was estimated to be around 6,000, but the camp held more than 50,000 detainees at the same time.  Despite the development of extension sub camps around Dachau, the number of inmates that were being held was extremely high.  Many inmates died due to an outbreak of disease despite the presence of  treatment laboratories, which focused on a very different objective.  The different perceptions from various historians regarding the conditions at Dachau provide a different perspective, which defines a strong focus on important concepts that need to be outlined in order to maintain a strong understanding on the concentration camps[footnoteRef:18]. [17:  Trudeau, J. (2013). Justice for War Criminals: The Trials of Nazi Concentration Camp Guards at Dachau]  [18:  Trudeau, J. (2013). Justice for War Criminals: The Trials of Nazi Concentration Camp Guards at Dachau.
] 

Conclusion
Dachau concentration camp was strategic in providing essential concepts, which shaped the Second World War especially considering the firm stance that the Nazi had in their pursuit for global dominance.  The vital organization of the Dachau concentration camp was integral in defining a highly interactive focus on essential considerations that outlined severe human mistreatment that was organized at the time.  The Dachau concentration was seen as an extermination center for the Nazis as well as a research center where scientists and doctors carried out inhumane experiments using inmates without following the required scientific regulations.
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